
 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

MMEL Policy Letter 104, Revision 5  
Date: June 15, 2011 

To: All Region Flight Standards Division Managers 
All Aircraft Evaluation Group Managers 

From: Manager, Air Transportation Division, AFS-200 

Reply to Attn of: Manager, Technical Programs Branch, AFS-260 

 

SUBJECT: Storage Bins/Cabin, Galley and Lavatory Storage 
Compartments/Closets 

MMEL CODE: 25 (Equipment / Furnishings) 

REFERENCE: PL-104 Revision 4, dated 18 June 2010 
PL-104 Revision 3, dated 4 August 2008 
PL-104 Revision 2, dated 24 March, 2008 
PL-104 Revision 1, dated September 24, 2004 

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this policy letter is to provide guidance for establishing standardized Master Minimum 
Equipment List (MMEL) relief for overhead storage bin(s)/cabin and galley storage compartments/closets. 

DISCUSSION:  
Revision 5 clarifies relief applicable to bins, compartments and closets, and adds 14 CFR Part 382 
relief statement. 

Revision 4 added provisions for retractable storage bin doors revised PL title and revised notes in 
Remarks column for clarity. 

Revision 3 added the Global Change designation to the Policy Letter. 

Revision 2 included changes that allow compartment doors to be missing provided no items are stored in 
the compartments unless they are permanently affixed. This allows any emergency equipment 
permanently affixed within the compartment to be made available during an emergency.  Placarding 
requirement added to existing relief.  Also added sub-item for Storage Compartment Key Locks.  
Removed the Global change designation.  
Revision 1 acknowledged that some FAR required Emergency Equipment located in storage 
compartments have individual specific MMEL provisions. Hence, continued operation with that equipment 
is allowed in an inoperative storage compartment. This policy was established to provide standardized 
relief for storage compartments. 
 

POLICY:   

The following standard MMEL proviso and repair category is adopted to provide standardization among all 
MMELs. 

Page 1 of 3 



  

25 (EQUIPMENT / FURNISHINGS) Repair 
Interval

Number 
Installe

d 

Number 
Required 

for 
Dispatch 

Remarks or Exceptions 

XX-X Storage Bins/Cabin, Galley 
and Lavatory Storage 
Compartments/Closets 
 
(Limited relief for 14 CFR 
Part 382 items per PL-
128)  
 

C - - (M) May be inoperative provided: 
a) Procedures are established to 

secure the affected bin, 
compartment or closet in the closed 
position, 

b) Affected bin, compartment or closet 
is prominently placarded DO NOT 
USE, 

c) Any emergency equipment located 
in affected compartment is 
considered inoperative, and  

d) Affected bin, compartment or closet 
is not used for storage of any items 
except for those permanently 
affixed. 

 
 
 

NOTE:  For overhead bins, if no 
partitions are installed, the 
entire overhead bin is 
considered inoperative. 
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  C - - (M)(O) May be inoperative provided: 
a) For non-retractable doors, affected 

door is removed, 
b) For retractable doors, affected door 

is removed or secured in the 
retracted (fully open) position, 

c) Affected bin, compartment or closet 
is not used for storage of any items, 
except those permanently affixed, 

d) Affected bin, compartment or closet 
is prominently placarded DO NOT 
USE, 

e) Procedures are established and 
used to alert crew members and 
passengers of inoperative bins, 
compartments or closets and 

f) Passengers are briefed that 
affected bin, compartment or closet 
is not used. 

NOTE 1:  For overhead bins, if no 
partitions are installed, the 
entire overhead bin is 
considered inoperative. 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTE 2:  Any emergency equipment 

located in the affected bin, 
compartment or closet 
(permanently affixed) is 
available for use. 

*** 1) Storage Compartment 
Key Locks  

D - 0 (M) May be inoperative in the 
unlocked position provided doors can 
be secured by other means 

 
 
Each Flight Operations Evaluation Board (FOEB) Chairman should apply this Policy to affected MMELs 
through the normal FOEB process. 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Greg Kirtland for         7/18/2011 
 
John Duncan 
Manager 
Air Transportation Division, AFS-200 


